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NEWSLETTER
Winter 2025

Blue Ridge Region Covenant Brethren Church 

2025-2026-Executive Board
Darren Howdyshell, Chair

Ann Jones, Vice Chair
Ron Layman, Treasurer

Diane Pence
Scott Harris
Janet Elsea

Jonathan Farmer
Gary Wingfield

Dale Bowers
Jon Prater, Elder Representative to the Board

Isaiah 9:6: "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."                                                                                           

Message from our 2026 Board Chair
Merry Christmas! 

That’s the greeting I love to hear this time of year. Whether I’m walking past the ringing bell of the Salvation
Army, opening a Christmas card, or simply greeting an old friend, those two words always lift my heart. They
remind me that Christmas is a season of celebration—of joy, wonder, and holy expectation.

And expectation is woven all through the Christmas story. Mary was expectant, preparing to bring
God’s Son into the world. The shepherds were expectant, hurrying to Bethlehem to find the Christ
Child lying in a manger. The wise men were expectant, following the star to honor the King of Kings.

So, let me ask you: What are you expecting this Christmas? My prayer is that you will expect God to
meet you in your home, in your church, and in every quiet corner of your life. Expect His peace. Expect
His presence. Expect His hope. The same God who came near in Bethlehem still comes near to us
today.

Merry Christmas to each of you. May the joy of Christ fill your hearts and your homes this season and
into the new year.

Darren Howdyshell, 2026  Blue Ridge Regional Board Chair



December 2025

Dear Precious Brethren in Christ,

As the Advent season unfolds and my time as your Regional Board Chair has drawn to a close, I am filled with
gratitude and hope.  Serving alongside you in this capacity has been both an honor and a profound blessing. This
letter marks not only a transition but also a celebration of our shared journey in service to Christ.  

First and foremost, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to every member of the Regional Board. Your
commitment, wisdom and tireless efforts have shaped our ministries and strengthened the bonds of unity among
our Region.  Each of you has contributed uniquely to our mission and together we have witnessed the fruits of
collaboration and faithfulness.

To every congregation, Pastor and church leader in our region, thank you for your unwavering devotion to the
cause of Christ. Your prayers, outreach and acts of compassion have made a profound impact on our local and
global communities.  It is your unified spirit that gives life to our vision as Covenant Brethren and ensures that
the cause of Christ remains visible and active among us. 

As we look forward, I urge you to remain steadfast in your dedication and passion for the work entrusted to us.
The challenge and opportunities before us are great, but our God is greater.    Let us continue to lift each other
up, serve with humility and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all things.
  
That said, as was mentioned in our Regional Conference, one pressing need that has emerged is the position of
Regional Youth Director.  Our youth represent not only the future but the present vitality of the Church.
Investing in their growth, faith and leadership is essential in the world we are living in.  I encourage you ALL to
prayerfully consider how we might support, call and equip a leader who will inspire and guide our young people
during these formative years and difficult times.    I recognize that we ask a lot for someone to step up and accept
the call without pay. But it is my prayer and hope that working for the cause of Christ and our Youth will bring
such a blessing that it will be unpaid only for a short time.

Advent is a time of waiting and expectation.  Each morning my devotions consist of familiar scriptures, read year
after year, to call me to wait and expect God to come.  Being a person that looks at human logic I am reminded
again and again that human logic, while important, often God’s Word flies in the face of it. Often, as humans, we
just don’t understand.    1 Corinthians 1:18-31 reminds us of that logic and reason in God’s eyes are not
necessarily ours and His ways don’t always seem logical or reasonable.  Because His thoughts and His ways are
higher than ours. (Is. 55).  As you enter into this season of waiting; as we come into 2026, let us pray.  Let us pray
that God’s will be done for all and in all.  For He is able!  2025 held graves losses and massive changes for many
of those whom I love, me included.  I have not forgotten to pray for each one.  Yet, in the losses and change, there
is hope; there is peace; there is joy and there is Christ.  Always! 

Thank you, again for the opportunity and privilege to serve you this last year and may God bless you all!
 
Merry Christmas and a most blessed 2026.  

Janet W. Elsea, 2025 Regional Board Chair

Message from our 2025 Board Chair
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Congratulations to our newly ordained

ministers and welcome:

Timothy Paul Munson
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If you didn’t make it to the Regional
Conference at Barren Ridge Church,

you missed seeing their newest
addition outside.  It’s a 12 passenger,
2020 Chev Van and tool trailer.  It will
be used locally for outreach purposes

and for Disaster Relief trips!

Many thanks to Penny Adams for her service
on the Blue Ridge Region Board.  

The Blue Ridge Region CBC Annual Conference will
be held on Saturday, September 12, 2026, at Mt Zion
CBC.  More details will follow as they become
available!

The National CBC Annual Conference will be
held in Johnstown, PA July 16-18, 2026.  

Attention Churches:  You will be receiving the end-of-
year report in January that will be due back by
January 31 .  Watch for it the first of the month!!  This
controls how many delegates you are allowed for the
conference.

st
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Congratulations & Welcome to our newest Board Members
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Prayer Team Report-Pastor Jonathan Martino
The regional prayer team took a break over the summer and picked back up in the month of
September. The committee spent its time praying for various churches, activities, and functions
within the region and denomination as a whole. The committee also has brought to the attention
of the greater denomination and region the prayer needs for the body of Christ to come
together in prayer. Beginning in 2026, Diane Pence will chair this team.   

Let’s take a look at what our Teams have been 
doing throughout the year:

Ministry Leadership Team – Darren Howdyshell
Over the past year, the Ministry Leadership Team has been actively working to strengthen and 
support pastoral ministry within the Blue Ridge Region. Our efforts have centered on 
encouragement, training, and accountability, with the goal of equipping pastors and leaders to 
serve faithfully and fruitfully in their local congregations.
One of our greatest priorities has been building fellowship and strengthening relationships 
among our pastors. Last December, our first annual Pastors’ Christmas Party welcomed 20 
attendees. This year, our second gathering—held on December 1 at Antioch Church in 
Woodstock—grew to 32, a sign of the growing unity within our region. Gatherings like this 
remind us how much joy, encouragement, and strength we find when we come together as 
brothers and sisters in ministry.
At the beginning of 2025, we celebrated the ordinations of two pastors, Dale Bennett and Phillip 
Noel, both of whom are now serving actively and making a meaningful impact in our region. 
Most recently, on November 30, we ordained Tim Munson, and we currently have several others 
moving faithfully through the ordination process.
Alongside our ordained ministers, we continue to walk closely with our licensed ministers—
pastors in training who are discerning God’s call. We currently have four licensed ministers: 
Diane Pence, Chris Payne, Theresa Palmer, and Dakota Baker. We anticipate this number will 
continue to grow in the coming years, and we ask for your continued prayers for their spiritual 
growth, discernment, and readiness.
A major step forward this year was the establishment of the Ministry Training Team, 
commissioned by the Regional Leadership Team. This team consists of both ordained and lay 
leaders: Jonathan Farmer, Janet Elsea, Jon Prater, Doug Hughes, and Brian Crickenberger. Their 
responsibilities include offering continuing education opportunities, coordinating mentoring 
relationships, promoting the Brethren Bible Institute, and assisting in the launch of the new 
national Ministry Training Program—an eventual 16-course curriculum designed to prepare 
future ministers for service.
This year we also worked diligently to ensure that all ordained ministers in the region completed 
the required ethics training course and the necessary continuing education to renew their 
ordination through 2030. In addition to classes held at Annual Meeting and Worship Conference, 
our region hosted two ethics training sessions to give every pastor an opportunity to fulfill this 
requirement. This training is essential in ensuring that our pastors uphold the ministry standards 
expected within the Covenant Brethren Church. Over the next five years, each pastor will also be 
responsible for completing 30 hours of continuing education and spiritual growth—documented 
through the CEU portal—along with one additional ethics course.
As of today, the Blue Ridge Region is blessed with 29 licensed and ordained pastors serving God 
faithfully. We give thanks and praise for the way He continues to call, equip, and sustain 
ministers within the Covenant Brethren Church.
Beginning in 2026, Jonathan Farmer will serve as chair of the Ministry Leadership Team
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Mission Team – Gary Wingfield & Lee Landes
In May of 2025, members and pastors of the Blue Ridge Region CBC came together at Barren Ridge Church
for a “brainstorming” session to begin a Missions Outreach Team for the region. The group enthusiastically
supported working with Samaritan’s Purse and was encouraged by the CBC’s decision to partner with such
a strong Christ-centered ministry. Gary Wingfield volunteered to oversee the Disaster Relief Ministry and
Lee Landes, volunteered to lead Operation Christmas Child Ministry. A speaker from Samaritan’s Purse had
already been asked to speak at the Regional Conference, so the team decided to also host a shoebox
packing event at our Fall Regional Meeting. Churches would be encouraged to donate items, and the youth
would be invited to help pack shoeboxes as a regional activity. The Leadership Team challenged the region
to pack two hundred shoeboxes. At our July Mission Meeting at Community Mission Church in Woodstock,
a key concern was that each box would be packed with quality items. Becky Leland, from Antioch CBC
suggested that churches be given options to either donate money or purchase specific items on Amazon.
This would help ensure all donations were accounted for and of good quality. As of the deadline of October
1st, over half of the items were purchased by individuals and churches of the Regional CBC. Gary Wingfield
and his wife offered to have the items shipped to their home and to take to Barren Ridge. Also, at that time
more than $4,500 was donated toward the shipping and to purchase the remaining items on the Amazon
list. The remaining funds would be used to purchase “The Greatest Journey” training resources for
children all over the world who have received a shoebox to learn more about Jesus in a 12-week study. We
know with God’s blessing, that we will have a wonderful and successful packing party with the youth and
non-delegates packing shoeboxes during the Regional Conference. With the effort and prayers of all the
churches of the Blue Ridge Region, we will be the “hands and feet” of Jesus as we help reach children in
some of the most isolated areas of the world to know the gospel. We are excited about the packing party
and what we will do next year to support the wonderful Samaritan’s Purse Ministry of Operation Christmas
Child. Gary will be representing the team and our region in conjunction with planning and coordination of
Samaritan’s Purse disaster response. It honestly took a while to understand both my role and how the
Samaritan’s Purse dynamic operated. We are still working through that process as I have not yet been able
to get scheduled for a trip for myself or a team of volunteers. I have discovered that the disaster response
scheduling process takes a little longer than expected. They schedule trips no earlier than 4 months in
advance and the trips fill in very quickly. We have put together a mailing list of contacts for reaching out to
potential volunteers. We found that the trips were already booked through the end of this year. I initially
requested a booking for our region the second week in March and was informed that they normally reserve
that time for college students to participate during their spring breaks. I then changed the request to be
the last week in February. I also placed a request for myself for joining one of the already scheduled trips
so that I can get some first-hand experience with their operation. I have not yet received confirmation on
either request. I was very pleased that after sending out the request for volunteers, it did not take long to
fill the maximum number of volunteers for that trip. We in fact have one person on a stand-by status. We
will keep track of people who would like to volunteer when the max is reached simply because in my
experience, there are unforeseen circumstances that arrive that prevent persons from keeping their
commitment. Our church, Barren Ridge, has purchased a van with the intent of using for various reasons,
one of which is mission response in our community. Our church decided to make the van available to serve
as transportation for volunteers from our region to disaster rebuild sites. One of our designated drivers
will need to be available for the trip. I really look forward to partnering with Samaritan’s Purse in disaster
response. Gary is still trying to get mission trips scheduled. They seem to be doing more individuals
instead of large groups. He will try to put together a time to talk with everyone who wants to go on a
mission trip to see if it would be better to try to do smaller groups. Beginning in 2026, Gary Wingfield will
chair this team.



Congregational Life Team -Dale Bowers
The Blue Ridge Region Congressional Life Team met in June at the home of Dale and Lisa Bowers.  We
performed a 2025 camp season critique.   We were informed that Shenandoah Meadows will not be
available for the 2026 camping season which caused us to scramble to find a new camp for the summer
of 2026.  The Blue Ridge Region CBC Church Camp will be held at the Highland Retreat in Bergton, VA for
2026.  Senior and Junior camps will be held July 5th-9  (Sunday evening through Thursday at 2 pm).
Senior Camp will be for completed grades 8th-12  and Junior Camp will be for completed grades 3rd-7 .
Summer camp is a great opportunity for youth to grow closer to Christ, make new friendships and unplug
from their electronic world.  A Regional Love Feast has been suggested for the summer of 2026.  Dale
Bowers will chair this team for 2026.

th

th th

 

The Congregational Life Team is looking for volunteers to help.  The
purposes of this team is to promote interaction among all regional
congregations so that congregations are vitally connected to one
another, and to provide organization and oversight to various regional
ministries.  Please prayerfully consider helping Dale Bowers with this
team.  You will find a “Servants” letter in this newsletter to complete if
you can help or contact Pastor Dale.
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Regional Elders-Jon Prater

Jon Prater met with Barren Ridge Church in their search for a Pastor.  The Elders also helped with the
search for a pastor for St Luke.  Pastor George, Pastor Henry and Pastor Jon have met several times
and all Churches have met with an Elder.  Ethics training is very important, and they feel the spiritual
health of the region is very good.  They ordained Tim Munson on November 30  and have a couple
more coming soon.  

th

Barren Ridge Church will be welcoming Pastor Dan Rhodes
as their new Pastor.  Pastor Dan and his wife, Patty, will be
coming the first of February.  He currently serves as Pastor
for Moxham CBC in PA and serves as a member of the
Region Three Board, Ministerial Team, Planning Team and
Prayer Team.  We look forward to his ministerial work with
Blue Ridge Region.  Please keep Pastor Dan, Moxham
Church and Barren Ridge Church in your prayers during
this transition.  
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Pastor’s Gathering
We had a wonderful evening at the 2nd Annual Pastors’ Christmas Party which was held at the

Antioch Covenant Brethren church in Woodstock. There were 32 people in attendance,
including pastors and their spouses. Rutz Catering served an outstanding meal, featuring pork

BBQ, fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, and green beans—and everything was
absolutely delicious! We highly recommend them for future regional events.

After dinner, Chip Crowford led us in song, guiding us through a few classic Christmas
anthems and even sharing an original Christmas song he had written. Pastor Rick Ritchie, a

fellow Blue Ridge Region pastor, then closed our evening with an inspiring message. He
reminded us to be like the shepherds in the nativity who rejoiced at the good news of Jesus’

birth and challenged us to enter this Advent season ready to share that same good news with
the world. His message was timely, powerful, and exactly what many of us needed as we step

into this busy season of ministry.

Overall, it was a wonderful, uplifting evening, and we’re already looking forward to doing it
again next year.

Blessings,
Darren
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These photos were taken Sunday, November 9  of Christmas Shoe Boxes
dedicated during the morning worship services at Collinsville.  The
Collinsville Congregation has been involved in Christmas Shoe Boxes for
well over a decade.  Unsure of the exact number of years. This year we
dedicated 645 plus Shoe Boxes.  Over the last three-years, we have
dedicated and paid shipping for over 2,000 Shoe Boxes.  Our youth will
be traveling to the distribution Center in Charlotte NC in November.  We
have a van load of adults traveling to the distribution center in Boone NC
in December.

th

From Pastor Roy McVey
Collinsville CBC

Blue Ridge Region CBC Church Camp will be held at the
Highland Retreat in Bergton VA for 2026. Senior and Junior
camps will be held July 5th-9th (Sunday evening through

Thursday at 2pm). Senior Camp will be for completed grades
8th-12  and Junior Camp will be for completed grades 3rd-7 .
Summer camp is a great opportunity for youth to grow closer

to Christ, make new friendships and unplug from their
electronic world.  Contact Becky Leland or Tammy Yoder for

more details.

th th
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Blue Ridge Region Churches
Antioch                                       George Bowers                                23502 Senedo Rd, Woodstock VA 22664

Barren Ridge                              Dan Rhodes                                     1790 Barren Ridge Rd, Staunton VA 24401

Calvary                                       Jonathan Martino                               578 Front Royal Pk, Winchester VA 22602

Collinsville                                  Roy McVey                                        553 John Redd Blvd., Collinsville VA 24078

Columbia Furnace                      Bill Fitchett                                        20910 Senedo Rd. Edinburg VA 22824

Community Mission                    Dale Bowers                                     50 Coffmantown Rd, Woodstock, VA 22664

Elk Run                                       Jonathan Farmer                               1599 Scenic Hwy., Churchville VA 24421

Greenmount                               B. Scott Harris                                  4881 Greenmount Rd, Rockingham VA 22802

Moscow                                     Darren Howdyshell                            866 Nash Rd., Mount Solon VA 22843

Mt. Zion                                      Jon Prater                                          10589 Mt. Zion Rd. Linville VA 22834

New Life                                     Vacant                                                P O Box 123, Bridgewater VA 22812

Newport                                     Duane Painter                                    408 Newport Rd., Shenandoah VA 22849

St. Luke                                      Chris Payne/Dakota Baker                 3250 Back Rd., Woodstock VA 22664
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Contact Us:

Joy Mauzy, Administrative Assistant

Mailing Address:

P O Box 426

Grottoes, VA  24441

(540) 209-4862

Physical Address:

3250 Back Rd

Woodstock, VA  22664

blueridge@covenantbrethren.org

blueridge.covenantbrethren.org

                         Find us on Facebook at Blue Ridge Region of

Covenant Brethren Church


